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The Board of Deaf Sport Australia has been extremely busy since it’s election in January. One of the 
significant developments has been the endorsement of DSA’s new Vision, Mission and Objectives, which 
was launched at our recent Summit. The new Vision, Mission and Objectives was the result of two Board 
planning and strategic days held in March and April.

Vision
Passion through sport

Mission
To facilitate and support the participation of deaf* Australians 
in all levels of sport.
*The term “deaf” is used to describe anyone with a hearing loss including those who perceive themselves as 
‘Deaf’, hard of hearing, hearing impaired and cochlear implantees.

Objectives
•To be the peak body for deaf sports in Australia;

•To host, facilitate and manage deaf specific sporting events where 
appropriate;

•To foster, encourage and promote deaf people’s participation and skill 
development in all forms of sport in partnership with our members;

•To continually advocate, educate, inform and support the mainstream 
sporting structure to make it deaf friendly and capable of including deaf 
people within the structure;

•To foster relationships with government, deaf and mainstream sporting 
bodies to support the access requirements and participation of deaf people 
in sport at all levels;

•To ensure DSA has a sustainable governance and management approach to 
support its vision and mission over time.
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Welcome to the August edition of 
DSA E-News.  We have just 
c o m p l e t e d t h e D S A S u m m i t 
weekend, held during 2-3 August.  
You can see some of the photos of 
the weekend elsewhere in this E-

News.  Key discussion topics were as follows:

• Each DSA Director gave a 10 minute 
presentat ion about their portfol ios – 
responsibilities, outcomes etc.

• Overview of DSA finances

• XV Australian Deaf Games (Gold Coast) – survey 
outcomes

• XVI Australian Deaf Games (Victoria) – plans & 
timelines

• Australian Deaflympic Team Information Session

• Deaflympic Games and World Championships

• Role of State Branches

• Communication flow between DSA, States and 
Sports

Some sports were invited to give a presentation 
about their achievements:

• Go l f – ho s t i ng t he Wor ld Dea f Go l f 
Championships

• Netball – participating in the Australian Deaf 
Games

• Squash – the Deaf Friendly Squash Program 
(Victoria)

• Football (Soccer) – fundraising to participate in 
the World Deaf Football Championships

• Deaf Sports Recreation Queensland – relations 
with Sport and Recreation Queensland

• Cricket – governance, policies and code of 
conducts

• Preliminary outcomes of DSA Full Members 
Survey

• Fundraising and sponsorships

• Hearing loss threshold in Australia – should it be 
55dB or not?

Healthy discussion was held on all the topics 
above, and more!  All delegates will be sharing 
outcomes of the Summit with their members, so 
if you are keen to learn more please do not 

hesitate to contact one of the Full Members, or 
send us an email at dsa@deafsports.org.au 

The Summit was a fantastic opportunity for 
delegates to network and discuss a range of 
topics that affected deaf sports in Australia on a 
local, national and international level.  While the 
weekend probably gave DSA more questions than 
answers, it was obvious that many delegates are 
passionate about deaf sports and our future 
together.

This brings me to DSA’s brand new Vision, Mission 
and Objectives.  I am delighted to announce that 
DSA recently launched our new Vision at the 
Summit – PASSION THROUGH SPORT.  

The DSA Board of Directors unanimously signed 
off on the Vision, feeling it best reflected the 
passion for sport that many deaf Australians 
have.  It aligns very well with the Australian Deaf 
Games’ slogan – The Games We Love – and the 
International Committee of Sports for the Deaf’s 
motto – Equal Through Sport.  Please find the full 
Vision, Mission and Objectives elsewhere in this 
E-News.  This was one of the result of two full 
days of strategic planning and review by the 
Directors and we’re proud of what we came up 
with. 

Next month, David Peters and myself will be 
heading to Bratislava, Slovakia for the 
International Committee of Sports for the Deaf 
(ICSD) Extraordinary Congress.  Some of you will 
recall that I represented DSA at the Deaf Sports 
Reform Symposium in Zagreb, Croatia last year.  
As a result of that Symposium, ICSD developed a 
full set of proposals that will see significant 
change in global deaf sports, part of a move by 
ICSD to gain full recognition by the International 
Olympic  Committee and to gain the sought-after 
title – International Deaflympic Committee.  

Changes proposed include the establishment of 
World Sports and Youth branches.  At the time of 
writing, ICSD was to send each member nation a 
comprehensive set of proposals for review prior 
to the Congress.  I will be sure to share the 
outcomes of the Extraordinary Congress in this E-
News and with our Full Members.  ICSD along 
with the Slovak Deaflympic Committee will be 

PresidentÕs Report...

mailto:dsa@deafsports.org.au
mailto:dsa@deafsports.org.au
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covering all travel and accommodation expenses 
for two delegates from each member nation.

I would like to take this opportunity to let you 
know that our Manager, Cindy Cave, is currently 
on extended leave to undergo surgery and 
recover.  This is an unfortunate situation, 
however DSA has given Cindy our support in her 
recovery.  Meanwhile, an announcement on the 
Acting Manager position is imminent.  I ask you to 
be patient if or when you contact the DSA Office.  
We wish Cindy a speedy recovery and look 
forward to her return early in 2009!

Congratulations to our deaf cricketers and 
footballers after their European adventures.  The 
Australian Deaf Cricket Team retained the Deaf 
Ashes after drawing both Tests with the Old 
Enemy, England.  Enjoy reading the match 
reports in this E-News!  They are looking very 
much forward to continuing their good form at 
the Deaf Cricket World Cup in New Zealand next 
year.  

The Australian Deaf Football Team recently 
returned from the 1st World Deaf Football 
Championships in Greece. While they did not do 
as well as they had hoped, they ended their 
campaign with a victory over China.  I am sure 
they will be better for the experience and they 
are looking forward to participating in the Taipei 
Invitational Games next month, a test event for 
the Taipei 2009 Deaflympic Games Organising 
Committee. 

DSA is delighted to announce that Jennifer Grant 
and Nicola Taschke will be the two Australia 
representatives at the 2nd Deaf Women in Sport 
Leadership Seminar, to be held in Malaysia during 
25-27 September 2008.  More information and 
profiles of Jennifer and Nicola will feature in 
next month’s E-News.

As we spend most of August glued to our TVs 
watching the Olympics, don’t forget that the 
Taipei Deaflympic Games is only 13 months away!  
Phil Harper (Director) and David Peters (Chef de 
Mission) have been working feverishly behind the 
scenes to assemble the Australia Deaflympic 
Team (ADT).  At this stage, the ADT numbers 
around 70 athletes which will be one of our 

largest.  DSA is also working towards a 
fundraising and sponsorship plan armed with 
definite numbers of the ADT.  Watch this space!  

DSA will hold our Annual General Meeting on 
Saturday 22 November in Melbourne.  That 
evening DSA will be staging a “Thank God You’re 
Deaf!” fundraiser for the Australian Deaflympic 
Team, courtesy of Deaf Australia and Signpost 
who let us replicate their hugely successful 
“Thank God You’re Deaf!” events in Sydney.

Enjoy reading this edition of the E-News!

Brent Phillips - President

...These photos shown below were taken during 
the Summit weekend...

Deaf  Sport Australia SUMMIT
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DSA congratulates the Australian Deaf Cricket
Team for retaining the Deaf Ashes! !Read on for 
the match reports from the two Tests played - 
reports courtesy of Mike Rose from the England 
Cricket Association of the Deaf"  

First Test match report
Tuesday 8th  to Thurday 10th July                        

In cloudy blustery conditions the Test Series 
began at Southport with Umesh Valjee winning 
the toss and asking Australia to bat. Australia 
dominated the morning session as the ECAD 
bowlers failed to break through with the new 

ball. Eventually Nick Watkins fell for 27 and Luke 
Trudgett 39 and the visitors lunched at a 
comfortable 152-2. The afternoon session was a 
different story as five wickets fell for 50 runs to 
put the home side right back into the picture. 
Mark Woodman 4-73 was the main wicket taker 
but the bowling of Nigel Davenport and Mike 
O’Mahony played a key role. The evening session 
saw the Australians regain the initiative as they 
were bowled out for 334. Grant Thomson was the 
top scorer with 90. The ECAD openers Chris 
Hughes and Umesh Valjee survived a tricky 
couple of overs at the end of the day.

Deaf  Ashes MATCH REPORTS...

New WORLD RECORDS!...
NEWS FROM DEAF AQUATICS 
AUSTRALIA (DAA)

WORLD RECORDS
Michael Anderson (QLD) took part in 
the Telstra Grand Prix meet in 
Canberra last April. !He was thrilled 
to receive the news that his 
performance was recognised as a 
World Record (short course) for the 
deaf with a time of 1.01.95. The 

record is recognised by the International 
Committee of Sports for the Deaf (ICSD).

"I'm quite blown away by this news" quoted by Jill 
Anderson, Michael's mother. ! His parents will 
travel to Beijing to cheer him in his events at
next month's Paralympic Games. Michael will 
compete in the backstroke event in S10 
classification (physical disability in lower limbs as 
result of meningitis).

Teigan Van Roosmalen (NSW) received 
a huge boost in her preparation for 
the 2008 Beijing Paralympic Games by 
breaking the World Record (short 
c o u r s e - 2 5 m p o o l ) f o r S 1 3 
classification (vision impairment) in 
200m Butterfly on two occasions.

The first occasion was at the NSW Country Short 
Course Championships on 12 July with a time of 
2.32.32 and one week later she broke it again 

2.30.67 at the VIC Open and SWD Short Course 
Championships on 19 July. !These two records are 
recognised by the International Paralympic 
Committee (IPC).

Teigan have Ushers Syndrome thus her eligibility 
to compete under vision impairment category 
within the Paralympic movement.

2008 BEIJING PARALYMPIC GAMES
Michael Anderson (QLD) and Teigan Van 
Roosmalen (NSW) will leave on Saturday 23 
August for a pre-games training camp in Kuala 
Lumpur. They are getting excited and the great 
stories arising from the Olympics are proving 
some motivation and excitement to the 
Paralympic swimmers.

Deaf Aquatics Australia (DAA) wish to express 
best wishes to Michael and Teigan. !They will do 
the best they can on the day and fulfil their goals
in Beijing. !Please give them lots of waves when 
you see them on TV! 

C'mon Aussie c'mon!
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Persistent rain caused an early end to Day Two of 
the First Test at Southport. The Australians made 
an early breakthrough when Chris Hughes was 
caught at point for 9. Umesh Valjee and Mike 
O’Mahony redressed the situation as both scored 
half-centuries in a 99 run stand. However, the 
stand was broken when O’Mahony was caught 
behind for 52. Valjee followed soon after for 51, 
the victim of a superb catch in the gully by Paul 
Welch. Ben Young became Kym Daley’s third 
victim when he was clean bowled but further 
play was impossible as the drizzle became harder 
and England closed at 140-4 after 53 overs.

ECAD’s first target on Day Three was to score 185 
and thus avoid the follow on. However, they lost 
early wickets as Andy Wood and James Dixon 
went quickly. Nigel Davenport and Stephen 
George steadied the ship with a stand of 26 
before George was run out. Darrell Sykes joined 
Davenport and they took the total past the 200 
mark with Davenport reaching his half century 
before being bowled for 65. Some lusty blows 
from Mark Woodman allowed ECAD to reach 252 
before Sykes was the last man out after a 71 
minute stay for 14 runs. Kym Daley took 5-73

Australia started badly as they slumped to 59-6 
with Stephen George the main architect of their 
downfall taking three of the first four wickets to 
fall. The visitors were struggling from then on 
and a rearguard action led by Terry Hall saw 
them bat out time which was called early with no 
prospect of a result. Umesh Valjee claiming a 
notable scalp by bowling his opposite number, 
Kym Daley as the match petered out to a draw.

Second Test match report
Sunday 13th to Tuesday 15th July                           

Kym Daley won the toss as Australia batted first 
on a superb wicket at Colwyn Bay. Justin Bergin 
was run out after an aggressive 29 and Grant 
Thomson followed soon after when Matt Everett 
caught a deflected drive. This allowed the 
Watkins’ brothers to take centre stage. A century 
from Andrew Watkins was backed up by 70 from 
brother Nick as the pair added 153 for the third 
wicket. Nick went first but Andrew reached a 142 
ball century before being bowled by Mike 
O’Mahony for 113. Mark Woodman worked his 

way through the tail to record 4-80. Mike 
O’Mahony picked up three wickets with Stephen 
George bowling a marathon 29 overs as Australia 
were dismissed for 385.

The ECAD skipper, Umesh Valjee, was dismissed 
early as they started their reply. Mike O’Mahony 
joined Chris Hughes and took a liking to the 
Australian attack reaching a boundary strewn 
113. The stand had reached 192 when O’Mahony 
was caught behind. Chris Hughes battled on as 
the sheet anchor before he was out for 81. No 
other ECAD was able to make an impact as the 
Australian attack worked their way through the 
tail with Kym Daley taking 4-103 and Michael 
Parremore 3-24.

In their second innings Australia lost early 
wickets and at 41-3 were in some disarray. 
Andrew Watkins saw them through to stumps as 
they start the final day 147 runs ahead

To stand any chance of regaining the Ashes, ECAD 
had to take early wickets. Although Hall was 
dismissed in the first over, Andrew Watkins 
ensured that there would be no more progress 
made by the home attack. He reached his second 
century of the match and remained undefeated 
on 162 at the declaration at 321-7. He received 
solid support from Paul Welch 33, Michael 
Parremore 28 and Kevin Smith 27. The 
declaration left the home side the unlikely target 
of 405 in a minimum of 46 overs.

Chris Hughes went early but a stand between 
Umesh Valjee and Mike O’Mahony seemed to have 
taken ECAD to safety but wickets began to fall 
and some anxious final overs before at the close 
ECAD had scored 148-7 and secured the draw. 
This meant that Australia retained the Ashes but 
this was the first series that Australia had not 
won a Test Match which gives reason for hope in 
future series.

Australia and England also played one Twenty/20 
match and four One Day Internationals.  You are 
able to find match reports on these events by 
visiting England Cricket Association for 
t h e D e a f ’ s w e b s i t e - 
www.c r i cke tdea feng land .co .uk /
in ternat ional /2008%20Austra l ia /

Deaf  Ashes MATCH REPORTS (continued)....

http://www.cricketdeafengland.co.uk/international/2008%20Australia/tour_report.htm
http://www.cricketdeafengland.co.uk/international/2008%20Australia/tour_report.htm
http://www.cricketdeafengland.co.uk/international/2008%20Australia/tour_report.htm
http://www.cricketdeafengland.co.uk/international/2008%20Australia/tour_report.htm
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Wide Bay Deaf 
Fishing Competition
Queensland 
$2000 worth of prizes to 
giveaway! 
Proudly sponsored by the Wide Deaf Fishing Club 
When: 13th September 2008 
Where: At Burnett Heads, Bundaberg
Meet at the Lighthouse Pub car-park at 6am to 
check list names. The weighing will be held at 
the Burnett Heads Boat Ramp grounds at 4pm.

Presentation Night: 13th September
Where: Globe Hotel, Perry St, North Bundaberg
Time: 7pm 
Entry cost includes ‘Roast on the Spit’: 
Senior $20 Veteran (over 55) $15 
Junior (under 18) $5 

‘Welcome’ Social event: 
When: Friday 12th September
Where: Globe Hotel
Perry Street, North Bundaberg 
Time:  'Welcome' at 6.30pm. 

Hope to see you all there! Please contact Dale or 
Jo-Anne for entries forms

Contact: 12 Cameron Street, 
North Bundaberg 4670
Fax: 07 415 6709
Dale Maughan: SMS 0409 516 709
Jo-Anne: SMS 0438 516 709

Deaf Netball South Australia is hosting the

9th Margo Allen
National Deaf Netball 
Club Championships

Where: ETSA Park in Adelaide
When: September 20th and 21st 
2008
Cost: $90 player registration fee
This includes 2 lunches, afternoon tea
and ticket to the social dinner.

To participate, you will need to be a team 
member of your state netball association.

CONTACT:
deafnetballsa@yahoo.com.au

for more information

Deaf Netball Victoria – 
50 years Celebration 
Dinner
!
When: Saturday 8th November
!
Venue: Grand Star Receptions, 
Corner of Grieve Pde & Doherty Rd, Altona North!
Time: 6.30pm – 12.30pm!
Cost: !$80 for Standard ticket
!
Please join Deaf Netball Victoria (formerly known 
as Victorian Deaf Netball Association) in 
celebrating their 50th anniversary highlighting 
the many years of netball through the deaf 
community at international, national and local 
level. This promises to be a entertaining night 
with a three course meal and meeting with all 
netballers from the past and present!

RSVP BY 11TH Oct: Prudence! dnv50th@gmail.com !!
SMS: 0413526716 

Upcoming events...

mailto:dnv50th@gmail.com
mailto:deafnetballsa@yahoo.com.au
mailto:deafnetballsa@yahoo.com.au
mailto:dnv50th@gmail.com
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2008 AUSTRALIAN DEAF 
SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIPS
4 - 5 October 2008
Bendigo, Victoria

Venue: Bendigo Squash Club
242 Barnard Street

Championship times:
Saturday 4 October from 10:30am
Sunday 5 October - Finals from 1pm

Other activities - all events at Bendigo Squash 
Club except for Sunday 

• Friday 3rd October - Welcome Night
 Time: 7pm

• Saturday 4th October (open to all)
Australian Deaf Squash Association AGM 
 Time: 9am

• Saturday 4th October - Social Function
 Time: from 7pm

• Sunday 5th October - Famous Tram and Mine 
Tour (depending on numbers)

 Time: 9.30am

Sunday 5th October
PRESENTATION DINNER
Where: The Foundry
High Street, Bendigo
Time: 6pm

Entries Close - Friday 5 September 2008

For details, contact:
Damien Walters: waltersbergs75@hotmail.com
Jo Richards: richards_jo@hotmail.com
Ben Bruggy: star3474@bigpond.net.au 

2008 World Deaf 
Golf Championship
Joondalup Resort - Perth - 
Western Australia
27 September - 4 October 
2008

Hello all,

For those who are thinking of going to one or all 
of the Banquets at the 2008 World Deaf Golf 
Championship, please visit the World Deaf Golf  
Champtionship’s website - www.2008wdgc.com 
for the order form for tickets for to any of these 
Banquets.

If you wish to go to all 3, then there is a discount 
of $15.

For those who have purchased the golfer or non-
golfer fee, entry to these banquets is included.

Please do not hesitate to contact myself via 
email on gbalharrie@2008wdgc.com if you have 
any questions in regards the event.

Hope to see all of you there !

Gavin Balharrie
Coordinator 
2008 World Deaf Golf Championships

Upcoming events...

mailto:gbalharrie@2008wdgc.com
mailto:waltersbergs75@hotmail.com
mailto:waltersbergs75@hotmail.com
mailto:richards_jo@hotmail.com
mailto:richards_jo@hotmail.com
mailto:star3474@bigpond.net.au
mailto:star3474@bigpond.net.au
http://www.2008wdgc.com/
http://www.2008wdgc.com/
mailto:gbalharrie@2008wdgc.com
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From International Committee of Sports for the 
Deaf’s E-News

Vitality, 365! Countdown to Taipei 
2009 Summer Deaflympics

In two months time, on 5 September, comes the 
365-day countdown to the Taipei 2009 Summer 
Deaflympics. The Organizing Committee 
(hereafter “TDOC”) takes p leasure to 
commemorate the milestone moment and share 
experiences in the spirit of international 
community with friends from around the world.

The most remarkable among all countdown 
celebrations is the Invitational Games for the 
Deaf. On the evening of 5 September, 337 hard of 
hearing and deaf sports friends, including 
athletes, coaches and team staff, will be in 
Taipei with us to officially announce the 365 days 
to the Summer Deaflympics in 2009. An adorable 
show presented by young performers of 
Children’s Hearing Foundation and Taipei School 
of Hearing Impaired will kick off this sports fiesta 
at the opening ceremony. The 6-day event 
includes 5 competitions: football, table tennis, 
judo, karate and taekwondo; with 260 athletes 
are from Argentina, China, France, Greece, Hong 
Kong, Iran, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Thailand, Turkey, and Uzbekistan.

As excited about the Invitational Games as TDOC 
are the students of 16 senior high schools. 
Student ambassador teams have been organized 
in these selected schools and assigned to each 
participating national teams. They will be 
cheering with athletes from the opening 
ceremony through every game. To prepare these 
young people to be the best "ambassadors", the 
seed college volunteers of sign language of the 
Taipei Municipal University of Education started a 
sign language learning program in May at these 
high schools. In addition, 16 teachers will be 
appointed to serve as the attaches to national 
teams during the Invitational Games. They will 
be trained to accommodate individual needs, 
respond to emergencies, and exchange messages 
between TDOC and the teams. We hope the 
practice will succeed, for its purpose and the 

experience will lead us to host the most 
thoughtful Deaflympics in 2009.
Another public countdown celebration is the 
basketball match between the Chinese Taipei 
Deaflympics basketball team with the Taiwan 
Beer Team in October. Taiwan Beer Team is the 
two time champion (2007 & 2008) of the Super 
Basketball League in Taiwan. The supporting fans 
of Taiwan Beer Team alone would draw 
tremendous public interest and attention. When 
it is further sauced up with the fun that the 
game will be adopting deaf basketball rules, the 
event is predicted to be one of sports spotlights 
for the media.

TDOC's devotion for Deaflympics has no 
boundaries. We do not hesitate to reach beyond 
sports. Art Director Stan Lai is planning a 
promotional film telling life stories of hard of 
hearing and deaf of all fields, such as athletes, 
artists, and pop-art celebrities, etc. The film will 
give a close look into their every day lives, reveal 
the hardship they face, the determination they 
have, and the support they receive from families, 
friends, and society. In addition to raising deaf 
awareness of the public, we expect to 
demonstrate the immense power within the 
silent minds through their persistence and 
struggles; and furthermore, aspire those who 
wrestle with life and plant hope in those who in 
despair.

Photo: Paul Heuston answer questions to 
volunteers

Countdown to Taipei 2009 Deaflympics
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Photo: Stef Linder and Susan Emerson teach 
international sign language to volunteers  

It is well understood that communication is vital 
to the success at the sports games for the hard of 
hearing and deaf. TDOC continues to strengthen 
the services of international sign interpretation 
at the 2009 Deaflympics. Ms. Susan EMERSON, an 
Australian sign language interpreter, was invited 
to share her expertise on 7-18 April. 17 TDOC 
staff and 23 volunteers attended the sign 
language classes. Excitingly, her visit attracted 
media attention. The Public Television Services 
and other 8 major TV channels interviewed Ms. 
EMERSON and came to film the classes. It 
effectively raised national deaf awareness and 
promoted Deaflympics. This was followed by Mr. 
Paul HEUSTON's visit on 28 June - 4 July. Mr. 
Heuston is a sign language professional from 
Australia and has worked on many interpreting 
assignment. He served as the interpreter to the 
former President of ICSD from 1999 to 2003. Mr. 
HEUSTON’s class is meant to bring the 
international sign service of Taipei Deaflympics to 
a more advanced level; and, the students at the 
classroom are expected to become capable of 
teaching basic international signs to volunteers 
and staff. Therefore, instead of open 
registration, 15 attending volunteers and staff 
are selected from the group who has received 
Ms. EMERSON’s instruction and passed the 
evaluation test.

Besides the ongoing tasks, TDOC currently has a 
priority mission -- ICSD's visit in October. 

President AMMONS and Executive Director 
GRANFORS will be arriving in Taipei on 4 October 
with a group of Executive Committee members 
and Technical Directors. They will spend a week 
with TDOC to conduct venue inspection and 
discuss the progress of 2009 Deaflympics. TDOC is 
committed to delivering a detailed report on 
every aspect.

The status of the venues is no doubt one of the 
most important purposes of ICSD's October trip. 
In order to have most of the venues ready for 
inspection, final site visit will be conducted at 
the first half of July before the contractors begin 
the construction, renovation and recondition. 
Every venue will be physically re-examined to 
ensure floor layout and facility allocation meet 
requirements. We hope the venues presented to 
ICSD in October will be close to perfection.

The TDOC look forward to the 365 countdown 
moment coming up in September and is fully 
geared up to host the Invitational Games for the 
Deaf. On the evening of 5 September, we will 
proudly announce to our hard of hearing and deaf 
sports friends that "Yes, We Are Ready!"

Photo: Volunteers gather together for ice 
breaking session

Countdown to Taipei (continued) ...
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From AUSPORT online E-News

Talent hunt for next generation of 
Olympians goes online

unearthing future Olympians for Australia.

The search is on to find Australia’s next gold 
medal hopes, with an eye on the London 2012 
Olympics and beyond.

With competition from other nations increasing, 
Australia is embarking on a world first initiative 
that will uncover talented hopefuls from every 
corner of the nation.

In the lead up to the Beijing Games, the 
Australian Sports Commission’s (ASC) has launch 
an online electronic talent identification program 
(better known as eTID).

Greg Nance, ASC Director for Sport Performance 
and Development, understands that for Australia 
to compete successfully on the world stage, we 
need to think differently.

‘eTID is Australia’s solution to finding talent in a 
way that is smarter and more efficient. Being a 
relatively small country we don’t have the 
resources to invest in sport like the UK or China, 
so we need to continuously develop innovative 
tools that enable us to keep up with the rest of 
the world,' Nance said.

‘eTID can be the start of an athlete’s journey 
towards elite sport. That journey could 
potentially include support and funding to fully 
nurture and develop the athlete into Australia’s 
next top sporting talent.’

The system was the brainchild of the ASC’s 
successful National Talent Identification and 
Development program which seeks to identify 
and develop Australia’s future sporting talent. 
eTID is a simple to use, free, online program that 
allows anyone (aged 12-29) to assess their 
sporting potential.

It provides opportunities for aspiring or current 
athletes and even former elite athletes looking 
to start a new sport. The athletes’ information is 

processed and if identified as ‘above average’ by 
eTID they are then encouraged to visit a Talent 
Assessment Centre (TAC) to have their results 
verified.

The TAC system is a collaboration between the 
ASC and over 20 universities throughout 
Australia. Such a collaboration to seek out talent 
has never occurred before and through this 
method the capability to hunt for talented 
athletes has been greatly expanded.

Once a TAC identifies that the athlete has real 
talent they can then enter the elite sporting 
system, where they could be supported with 
coaching, equipment and travel.

We encourage all aspiring athletes to log onto 
eTID today and find out if they have the 
potential to be Australia’s next sporting 
champion. Click on the link below to visit the 
eTID website.

http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/
got_talent/test 

Play by the rules
 
Online learning for coaching and officiating

Play by the Rules is a partnership between the 
Australian Sports Commission and all State/
Territory sport and recreation and anti-
discrimination agencies. The Play by the Rules 
website recently went live and provides 
information and online learning about how to 
prevent and deal with discrimination, harassment 
and child abuse for the sport and recreation 
industry.

Click on the link to visit the Play by the Rules 
website - http://www.playbytherules.net.au/ 

Talent hunt for next generation of  Olympians...

http://www.playbytherules.net.au/site/home.jsp
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/got_talent/test
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/got_talent/test
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/got_talent/test
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/got_talent/test
http://www.playbytherules.net.au/site/home.jsp
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South Africa's golden Olympic 
moments
Mon, 11 Aug 2008 08:17

Taken from South Africa’s news website - 
http://sport.iafrica.com/features/1072140.htm

With the Olympics bursting into life this past 
weekend we relive some of South AfricaÕs most 
cherished moments in the modern Olympics. 

Terence Parkin, Sydney, 2000:

Winning silver at the Olympics is no mean feat, 
but doing it without the ability to hear is 
something else entirely — deaf swimmer Terrence 
Parkin overcame all the odds to finish second in 
the 200m breaststroke in Sydney. Obviously the 
start of the race was a problem as he could not 
hear the start tone. Parkin once used hearing 
aids when competing, but all the crowd noise 
disturbed him and made him nervous. He found it 
hard to "focus." But the swimmer found a way 
around this with coach Graham Hill using a strobe 
light to signal the start. Parkin was well aware 
that he was racing for more than just his country 
at the time and after the race claimed: "I think it 
will confirm that deaf people can do things."

Do you remember Terence Parkin?...

National Deaf Sporting Associations 
(NDSO) 

• Australian Deaf Darts Association

• Australian Deaf Lawn Bowls Association

• Australian Deaf Squash Association

• Australian Deaf Tennis Association

• Australian Deaf Tenpin Bowling Association

• Deaf Aquatics Australia

• Deaf Basketball Australia

• Deaf Cricket Australia

• Deaf Eight Ball Australia

• Deaf Football Australia

• Deaf Golf Australia

• Deaf Netball Australia

State Deaf Sporting Organisations 
(SDSO)

• Deaf Sports Recreation Queensland

• Deaf Sports Recreation South Australia

• Deaf Sports Recreation Victoria

• Western Australia Deaf Recreation Association

Listed below are full members of Deaf Sports Australia.  If you wish to contact one of these associations 
or organisations, their contact details can be found on DSA’s website by clicking on this link - 
http://www.deafsports.org.au/members_comm/ 

NDSOs and SDSOs

http://www.deafsports.org.au/members_comm/
http://sport.iafrica.com/features/1072140.htm
http://sport.iafrica.com/features/1072140.htm
http://www.deafsports.org.au/members_comm/
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Deaf  Sports Australia

Level 3
340 Albert Street
East Melbourne  VIC  3002
AUSTRALIA

President Brent Phillips brent.phillips@deafsports.org.au 

Vice President David Peters david.peters@deafsports.org.au 

Directors Jennifer Grant jennifer.grant@deafsports.org.au 

Phil Harper phil.harper@deafsports.org.au

Pete Folan pete.folan@deafsports.org.au 

Richard Pearce richard.pearce@deafsports.org.au 

Paul Baulch paul.baulch@deafsports.org.au 

Acting Manager TBC dsa@deafsports.org.au  
TTY/Voice: (03) 9473 1191  
Fax: (03) 9473 1122 

2008 Deadlines for Submissions:

SEPTEMBER Friday 29 August

OCTOBER Monday 22 September

NOVEMBER Monday 27 October

DECEMBER Monday 24 November

JANUARY ‘09 Monday 15 December

All submissions/contributions are to be emailed to Jennifer Grant, Editor, on 
jennifer.grant@deafsports.org.au 

To subscribe, send an email to dsa@deafsports.org.au 

E-News

mailto:dsa@deafsports.org.au
mailto:jennifer.grant@deafsports.org.au
mailto:jennifer.grant@deafsports.org.au
mailto:dsa@deafsports.org.au

