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OAM Awarded to Bruce Muller

The Board and staff of Deaf Sports Australia
warmly congratulates Bruce Muller on
receiving his Order of Australia medal during
the recent Queen's Birthday Honours.

Bruce Muller served on the Board of Deaf
Sports Australia (which was then called
Australian Deaf Sports Federation Ltd) from
1978-98 and again in 2001-03. Bruce was
also awarded Life Membership to DSA.

Mr Bruce MULLER, SA

« For service to deaf and hard of hearing
people.

« Acting Executive Director, Royal South Australian Deaf Society (RSADS) (trading as

» Deaf Can:Do), 1995; Board Member, 1955-2007, including 19 years as a Member of theExecutive
Committee; Member, Deaf Committee, RSADS, 1952-1982, Chairman, for 8 years; Secretary, for 10
years.

« Director, Australian Federation of Deaf Societies, for many years; several terms as President.

» Board Member, Deaf Sports Australia, 2001-03.

* President, Australian Deaf Sports Federation, 1978-98; Life Member, 1987.

« Inaugural President and Treasurer, SA Deaf Sports and Social Club (now SA Deaf

 Recreation Association), 1984-1992; Board Member, 1992-97.

» Founding Secretary, Deaf Australia, 1986.

» Awards/recognition include the Australian Sports Medal, 2000.

The Adelaide Advertiser held a brief interview with Bruce Muller OAM along with the other winners
which can be read by clicking on the link here.

Once again, congratulations Bruce!

ADK Goes Far North Queensland

Last month, Active Deaf Kids (ADK) was on the road with ADK Ambassador Jamie-Lee Lewis
venturing to Mackay, Townsville and Cairns. This year’s far North Queensland roadtrip
encompassed school visits, multi-sports clinics and deaf sports awareness training for the local
communities.

Accompanying Jamie-Lee was Irena Farinacci, Sports Development Officer at Deaf Sports
Australia, Julie Lyons from Deaf Sports Recreation Queensland and Bernie Chapman who attended
as an Auslan Interpreter.

The first stop was Mackay where the team met with students, teachers and parents.
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“It was amazing seeing the transformation from a young, shy deaf girl to a confident sports
participant,” said Jamie-Lee, commenting on the immediate effect the sports clinic had on one
participant that attended her local multi-sport clinic.

“At the end of the session, this previously shy girl wanted to keep on playing. This is proof that
sports has no barriers. It was totally rewarding seeing her walk out of the stadium with a huge smile
on her face.”

Jamie-Lee Lewis is an Australian water polo champion whose motto “Never, never, never give up,”
has helped her succeed in water polo despite being hard of hearing.

The trip also included a deaf sports awareness training session with Julie, providing an insight into
deaf culture and communication tips.

“It was an extremely worthwhile visit particularly given Mackay, Townsville and Cairns are quite
isolated cities. The ADK program helps support and encourage the local deaf and hard of hearing
students in sport, as well provide essential support and information to their teachers, parents and
coaches,” says Irena Farinacci.

Jamie-Lee presenting to With students and parents at Students in Mackay learning
students at Vincent High the ADK Clinic in Mackay the skills of Touch Football
School in Cairns

2016 ADG Organising Committee Confirmed

The 2016 Australian Deaf Games will occur in
Adelaide between the 9 to 16 January. It is
anticipated that over 1,000 athletes and
officials will be involved in over 14 sports at
venues located around Adelaide but
predominately in the area (suburbs) between
the Central Business District and Glenelg.
The Games Hub location will be finalised
shortly by the Games Organising Committee.

The Games Organising Committee Members XVIl AUSTRALIAN DEAF GAMES

ADELAIDE 2016

Kym Jacob - Chairperson S OUTH AUSTRHARALIA
Johanna Plante - Operations/Logistics

Timothy Morgan - Social/Ceremonies

Katrina Lancaster-Maggs and Maria Williams - Registration/Volunteers/Interpreters

Timothy Morgan and Garry West-Bail - Finance

Leigh-Anne Edwards - Marketing/Promotions/Communications
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The Games Organising Committee will oversee the event together with an appointed Event
Manager. Games Services will include the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, Social and Cultural
Activities, Transport and Medical Services.

An online registration facility together will a number of accommodation choices will be provided
from January 2015.

14th Margo Allen Deaf Netball Club Championships

Deaf Netball Victoria (in partnership with Deaf Netball Australia) hosted the 14th Margo Allen
National Deaf Netball Cub Championships in Dandenong on Queen’s Birthday weekend on 7th to
9th June 2014. We were honoured to have Julia Allen, daughter of Margo Allen in attendance.

The weekend attracted 10 teams from all over Australia including 4 teams from Victoria. We had 6
teams for the women competition and 4 teams for the mixed competition.

Victoria did it again — Melbourne Comets were the National Champions for the women competition
and Melbourne Vikings were the National Champions for the mixed competition — Congratulations
to both teams!

The results are below:
Women's Final Results

1stv2nd Melbourne Comets defeated Interstars by 8 points (21-13)
3rd v 4th Pow! defeated Bluebirds by 26 points (36-10)

Mixed Final Results

1st v2nd Melbourne Vikings defeated Flying Fox by 17 points (39-22)
3rd v 4th Pow defeated Ghoster by 20 points (29-9)

Most Valuable Player Award Results

Women's Competition

1st MVP Kym Mellington — Pow (QLD)
2nd MVP Samantha Martin — Melbourne Comets (VIC)
3rd MVP Naomi Frost — Interstars (VIC)

Mixed Competition

1st MVP Wayne Khosh - Flying Fox (NSW)
2nd MVP Tracy Halpin — Melbourne Vikings (VIC)
3rd MVP Marnie Kerridge — Melbourne Vikings (VIC)

The Rising Star Trophy, which is for underage players, went to Rhiannon Ransley — Canberra
Butterflies (ACT).

Special thanks must go to our major sponsors Auslan Services and Netball Victoria and our
supporters Dandenong Netball Association, Lions Club, Omingraphics and Sarah Davies for their
wonderful support. Volunteers also played a big part of the success of the event, so many thanks to
them too.

Deaf Netball Australia will host the 15th Margo Allen National Deaf Netball Club Championships in
Tasmania next year. More details will be confirmed soon.

Written by Deaf Netball Victoria & Deaf Netball Australia.
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Women's Team Winner - Mixed Team Winners - Rising Star Winner Rhiannon

Melbourne Comets Melbourne Vikings Ransley with Prudence
Connell from Deaf Netball
Victoria

Jerome's Story

Jerome started playing footy at 5 years old
through the Auskick program before joining a
team where he played for the under 10's. He
had the support of his family, other parents
and the coaches who encouraged Jerome it
was hard for all involved but over time when
Jerome learn't how to play it got easier. The
hardest part was the communication barriers
and him missing out on what was being said,
making friends was impossible because of
the communication but this never stop him
from enjoying the game.

The under 13's where premiers in 2010 this just made Jerome love the game even more seeing him
hold the cup just showed me how far Jerome had come. His determination has being amazing all
he wants to do is play but over the years the communication barriers is becoming wider, he has no
friends outside the club and this boils down again to communication and how important this is.

Jerome is now playing for under 17's at Murrumbeena and it's becoming harder for him because
like any young man he doesn't want any fuss made all he wants to do is play but understands how
easier it would be to have interpreter not only to understand the coach but to interact with his team
mates. Having lan on his team | now see a very happy young boy as now he is sharing the love of
the game with another deaf friend and this is an achievement for Jerome.

Jerome also plays for the Victorian deaf team the Devils last year was his first game with the team
they won and he got 3rd Best and Fairest. Jerome is the youngest player to be in the top 3, a great
achievement, as he is playing with the men.

| believe that getting deaf children's involved with sports is very important despite the limited and
communication barriers. Deaf children are isolated when it comes to sport as Jerome's friends live
across Melbourne so in order to get a team together is challenging. A lot of deaf children come from
families where both parents are deaf so getting involved in mainstream sports is very hard and
sometimes impossible because of the communication barriers.

By ensuring that deaf children are involved in mainstream sports provides everyone further
awareness, tolerance and understanding of each other. Inclusion for all is very important not
segregation.

It is important to recognise these issues in order to meet the challenges of all young people having
the fundamental right to be physically active and play sport and the biggest thing to bring down
these barriers are interpreters for the deaf in all sports.
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Written by Karen, mother of Jerome.

Vale - Paul Varley

The Deaf Sports Australia, Board, Members and Staff extend our deepest sympathies to the family,
friends and colleagues of our sporting member, Mr Paul Varley.

Mr Paul Varley has left behind a heartfelt legacy in Deaf Sports Community especially with Deaf
Sports Recreation Queensland, and our thoughts are with his family and friends.

David Peters, President
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