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Greetings from the General Manager

In what has been a busy few weeks we would like to congratulate the 2015 APD
Games team on their successes and commitment to achieving the best they can
possibly do. A more detailed story can be found later in this eNews but we would
like to congratulate Jamie Howell on her three medals including one gold and the
Men's Basketball team on winning gold. In addition we would like to thank the off
field management team led by Bryn Davies on a job well done.

We co-hosted with Deafness Forum of Australia, a dinner for 13 Federal Politicians promoting the
DSA services and programs that have a positive impact on the  health and well being or participants
and highlighted the need to have hearing as one of the ten National health priorities. We would like
to thank Wally Lewis and Jamie-Lee Lewis for being our guest speakers and for David Brady and
Steve Williamson on organising the night. We are hopeful of positive outcomes over the coming
months.

Finally after 16 months of planning the new "Australians at the Deaflympics" display cabinet was
opened at the National Sports Museum (NSM) at the MCG. Displaying an array of medals, uniforms,
a 2005 Deaflympic Games torch and starter lights that have been loaned to the Museum by a
number of athletes the display is one that everybody should be proud of as it depicts stories of
success and high achievements. More details are included via the DSA website, but we would like
to thank Dean Barton-Smith AM, Andrew Swan AM, Reece Van Beek, Ross Rawson, Cindy-Lu
Fitzpatrick OAM, Amy-Lea Mills, Melinda Vernon and John Kemp for loaning their precious
memorabilia. Also warmest thank you to Helen Walpole, the head curator and her team at the NSM
for their support, professionalism and commitment to the display and to Dean Barton-Smith AM for
his special comments on behalf of the athletes at the opening of the cabinet. The display highlights
a wonderful story and journey of the successes of Australians at the Deaflympics. Go and see the
cabinet, the story is enhanced by Conexu’s “OpenAccess Tours” app which, when downloaded on
a Smartphone device, offers a guided tour in Auslan or captioned audio for Deaf and Hard of
Hearing visitors.

Phil Harper, DSA President
launching the Deaflympics
Display

"Australians at the Deaflympic
Games" Cabinet on display at
the National Sports Museum

Dean Barton-Smith AM with
his 2005 Deaflympic Games
Opening Ceremony uniform on
display
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AUS team tops 7th on medal tally!

Australia has once again proved to be a formidable country
at the recent Asia Pacific Games for the Deaf which was
held in Taoyuan, Taiwan. Deaf Sports Australia sent a team
of athletes and officials representing Australia in Athletics,
Badminton, Basketball, Cycling, Football and Tennis.

The Team arrived a few days earlier to get accustomed to
the warm tropical climate which was a big change from the
cooler conditions in Australia.

While for some of the athletes, it was a first time experience,
both the Basketball and Football team were required to
compete to qualify for the 2017 Deaflympic Games.

Jamie Howell was one of the first athletes who started the medal campaign for Australia by winning
Silver in the 100m final. It was a great effort particularly given it was her first international deaf
sports event. Jamie was able to replicate her efforts by winning Gold in the Women’s Long Jump
event on the following day. Her team mate, Niamh Colville also contributed to the medal tally by
winning Bronze in the 400m. It was also Niamh’s first international deaf sports event.
Congratulations Jamie and Niamh!

While both Jamie and Niamh celebrated their wins, Deaflympian Reece Van Beek was able to snag
Silver in the 35km time trial event. Well done Reece!

Ever since the Goannas Basketball team elevated from 13th to 9th position at the World Deaf
Basketball Championships a couple of months ago, eyes were on the team in the hope of a Gold
medal win. Their campaign started with a match against Iran in which they easily demolished. Their
second match saw them continuing their winning ways by defeating India. Their final pool match
was against China which was a physically challenging match for the Goannas, however they stood
strong and were able to fend off the Chinese by placing themselves in the Semi Finals against
Japan. Once again the Goannas showed the Japanese the door by booking a berth in the Finals
match against their rivals Taipei. Despite the nerves by the Goannas team, they managed to achieve
their goal of winning the Gold medal! Overall, the Goannas managed to keep their opponents under
the score of 50 points, and winning each game by at least 17 points which is itself a fantastic feat.
Congratulations Goannas!

For some of the athletes, their medal hopes were dashed. John Lui, Silver medallist at the 2012
APG for Men’s Singles was not able to simulate his form as he was beaten by a Japanese
opponent. Despite struggling with a shoulder injury, we applaud John for his efforts in putting up a
good fight right until the end.

The Football team faced plenty of strong competition during the tournament and despite their
valiant efforts, they fell short of gaining top 3 position to qualify for the 2017 Deaflympic Games.

Mitchell Davis, another newcomer to the Australian Team faced a tough and experienced
competitor from Malaysia in Badminton. Despite losing his first round game, Mitchell was offered
the opportunity to train with the Malaysian Team to help him prepare for the 2017 Deaflympic
Games.

Chef de Mission, Bryn Davies indicated that it was a brilliant effort with 6 medals out of 13 events
(Athletics - 100m Women’s, 400m Women’s, 200m Women’s, long jump Women’s, Cycling - 35km
time trial cycling, Men’s Basketball were our medal events, and the remainder, Men’s Football,
800m Women’s athletics, Men’s singles Badminton, Men’s Singles tennis, 100km Road Race
Cycling, 50km Points Race Cycling and 1000m Sprint Race Cycling as events we did not medal in)
so that is not a bad success rate!

Overall, DSA is very pleased that the Australian Team performed very well with a great success rate
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in terms of medal wins.

Final results:

Jamie Howell - Gold - Women’s Long Jump

Men’s Basketball Team - Gold - qualifies for 2017 Deaflympic Games

Jamie Howell - Silver - 100m

Reece Van Beek - Silver - 35km Time Trial

Niamh Colville - Bronze - 400m

Jamie Howell - Bronze - 200m

Men’s Soccer - 6th (does not qualify for 2017 Deaflympic Games)

Australia was placed 7th on the overall Medal Tally.

The Board and Staff of Deaf Sports Australia warmly congratulates all the medal winners on their
outstanding achievements. We are very proud of each team member who travelled to the Games
regardless of the outcomes.

Entrance to the main stadium
prior to the Opening
Ceremony

The AUS team preparing for
their entry into the Opening
Ceremony

Athletics team L-R: Niamh
Colvill, Darren Howell (Team
Manager) & Jamie Howell

Reece Van Beek on his way to
win Silver in the 35km Time
Trial Race

Winners are grinners! L-R:
Reece Van Beek, Jamie
Howell & Niamh Colvill

The Goannas team proudly
displaying their Gold medals

Parliamentarian's Dinner & Silent Sports Games

As soon as the Federal Government returned to their benches after their mid-year break, DSA
together with Deafness Forum Australia hosted a dinner on Monday evening of 12th October at
Parliament House which saw several MPs including the Hon. Mal Brough MP and the Hon. Warren
Entsch attend.

The aim of the dinner was to reiterate to the MPs the importance of hearing being a top 10 health
priority. Wally Lewis and Jamie-Lee Lewis were the Guest Speakers who helped to point out the
need in supporting deaf and hard of hearing people around Australia.
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During the following morning, a Silent Touch Football game was played between a mixture of MPs
and deaf participants. Wally Lewis was on hand to help kick off the game.

The Silent Netball was a real hit, we played against quite a few female MPs and Senators, including
Senator McKenzie to a 5-5 draw which meant the Silent Owls cup remained on its perch in
Parliament House.  It was also pleasing to see the enthusiasm of DeafACT who came out for the
now declared annual challenge.  At the same time, the MPs played Silent Soccer in their regular
spot – this was managed by Andy Turnbull. 

The AFL9’s was quieter than planned as only 5 MPs and Senators came out to play, probably a
reflection that it was a very busy week for the MPs as there were changes happening meaning late
night briefings.  However we all had a great time, in particular DSA Director Ricky Bryan who wore
his Greater Western Sydney shirt with pride.

We would like to warmly thank the followng MPs for their involvement and support:

Silent Sports Dinner 
- Minister The Hon Mal Brough MP 
- Mr John Alexander MP 
- Mr Andrew Lamming MP 
- Ms Jane Prentice MP 
- Mr Warren Entcsh MP 
- Mr Luke Howarth MP 
- Mr Steve Irons MP 
- Mr Denis Jensen MP 
- Mr Rob Mitchell MP 
- Mr Matt Williams MP 
- Mr Graham Perrett MP 
- The Hon Bernie Ripoll MP 
- The Hon Allan Griffith MP 

Touch Football 
- Minister The Hon Mal Brough MP 
- Assistant Minister The Hon Alex Hawke MP 
- Minister The Hon Stuart Robert MP 
- Senator Matthew Canavan 
- Mr Scott Butcholz MP 
- Mr Graeme Perret MP 
- Mr George Christiansen MP 

Netball 
- Senator Bridget McKenzie 
- Ms Joanne Ryan MP 
- Assistant Minister the Hon Senator the Hon Fierravanti-Wells 
- Senator Jenny McAllister 
- Senator Jo Lindgren 
- Ms Sharon Claydon MP 

AFL9 
- Minister The Hon Senator Richard Colebek 
- Senator Matthew Canavan

And most importantly we thank Dave Brady and Steve Williamson for their good work in
coordinating these events.
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Jamie-Lee Lewis presenting
her speech while Wally Lewis
looks on Representatives from DSA &

Deafness Forum Australia
pose with Wally Lewis &
Jamie-Lee Lewis in the
Parliament House foyer

Happy smiles after the Silent
Touch Football Game with
MPs

Find us on Facebook and Twitter!

For the latest news and updates, visit our facebook and twitter pages by clicking on the logos
below
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