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Greetings from the General Manager

What a great start to the year!! Based on the feedback that has been received the
2016 Australian Deaf Games were a success.The definition of success is the
accomplishment of an aim or purpose. Further the definition of positive outcomes
is the achieving of an end result. We are very pleased that so many people
enjoyed the competitions  on the playing fields but also off the field where old
friendships were renewed and new friendships were forged. Everybody should be
proud of their involvement and support of the Games. Thank you to our partners, the Games
Organising Committee, sport convenors, volunteers, athletes, families and interpreters for your
smiles, hard work, patience and commitment.

As explained further in this Active Hands newsletter the next Games are in Albury / Wodonga in
January 2018. We are confident that the partnerships that have been forged with the NSW and
Victorian Governments and the Cities of Albury and Wodonga will see a great and unique Games in
a regional centre where the passion of the participants of the Games will be equalled by the
excitement and support of the local community.

Thank you to our major
Sponsors!

2016 Australian Deaf Games a huge success!

Now that the17th Australian Deaf Games
have wrapped up, Deaf Sports Australia
warmly congratulates the 2016 GOC,
volunteers and officials for contributing to
another successful event!

DSA also congratulates all the athletes who
participated and we hope you all had an
enjoyable experience.

The Opening Ceremony got the Games off to
a great start with the Athletes' Parade and
the crowd was entertained by performances
from far and wide with the Fiji deaf sports
team displaying a traditional dance and
Deafkids and Cirkidz showcasing their talented youth with a stunning visual performance. 
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Games Project Manager Johanna Plante provided a speech declaring the games as belonging to
each and every deaf, hard of hearing and hearing person. Further speeches were also provided
from Tony Piccolo, South Australia Minister for Disabilities, Phil Harper, President of Deaf Sports
Australia, Bill Davidson Australian Hearing (Games Partner), all emphasising the same message.
The prestigious recital of the athlete oath was done by Karly Ball and a formal welcome from David
Marshall of DCSSA (Deaf Community & Sports South Australia).

The weather conditions in Adelaide was very warm although on one day it was extremely hot where
some sports were re-scheduled as part of DSA's Heat Policy.

The sports competitions were fierce which saw many individials and teams compete in close
matches. The results of the competitions can be viewed by clicking on this link:
http://austdeafgames.org.au/home - then click on 'Sports Results'.

The week went by very fast and when the Closing Ceremony arrived, it was a time to celebrate the
achievements of the athletes, new friendships, reconnecting with old friends and most of all
recognise the hard work by the GOC, volunteers and officials who ensure the Games went
smoothly.

Victoria took out the coveted JML Cup whilst Joshua Doe won Athlete of the Games, and both
John Maggs and Brenton Peters won Team of the Games with their involvement in the SA Men's
Pairs Beach Volleyball event which saw them win Gold.

Prior to closing the Games, Phil Harper announced that the 2018 Australian Deaf Games are to be
held in Albury Wodonga from 20 - 27 January 2018. For more information about the 2018 event,
click here.

Once again, Deaf Sports Australia warmly congratulates all on their involvement at the 2016
Australian Deaf Games. See you all at the next one!

Fiji providing a traditional
dance at the Opening
Ceremony

Deaf & hard of hearing kids
sign singing the National
Anthem at the Opening
Ceremony

Jamie Howell reaches the
finish line in the 100m dash

Victoria plays against
Canberra in the netball
competitions

The Lawn Bowls in force
Canberra making a quick run
from Fiji during the Touch
Football competitions
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NSW in batting action against
Western Australia

The teams getting into a
scrum in the Rugby 7s game

A NSW player aiming for a
goal in the Futsal competitions
against Victoria

2016 ADG photos available for purchase

Many photos were taken by our team of volunteer photographers, working with our Official Games
Photographers, GeoSnapShot.  Every day hundreds of photos were uploaded to the GeoSnapShot
website.  If you would like to see the shots from all sporting, social and other events at the Games,
go to http://www.geosnapshot.com/find_photos?event=ADG

There is an opportunity to view the thousands of images that were taken, and to purchase online if
you wish. We hope there's a special photo there for you!

Find us on Facebook and Twitter!

For the latest news and updates, visit our facebook and twitter pages by clicking on the logos
below
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