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Greetings from the DSA office

Welcome to the first (and bumper) edition of Active Hands for 2018!
It's unbelievable we're now in March -- this year is going by quite
quickly.

We're now fully recovered from the success of the 2018 Australian
Deaf Games held in Albury-Wodonga during the last week of
January. The Games was well attended by 1,000+ people -
athletes, spectators, sponsors, and the local community. A huge
thank you to Alex Jones and his team for ensuring the Games was
successful.

At the moment, DSA is focusing on strengthening the organisation as a whole - particularly with the
addition of Deaf Sports Recreation Victoria and Deaf Sports Recreation Queensland under the
DSA umbirella.

We're also going digital this year, which means we will have a BRAND NEW website ready by the
first week of May! We acknowledge the importance of ensuring there is sufficient information on our
website, and most importantly, our new website will be aligned to the Web Content Accessibility
Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 which means it will finally be accessible for all. We'll let you know when our
new website is ready - keep an eye on this space!

As you will see in President & General Manager reports by Kathryn Armfield and Garry West-Bail
respectively, we are also focusing on high performance participation, recognising our need to
connect with the grassroot members of the community, funding, and also improving our Active Deaf
brand and relations with the International Deaf sporting community.

2018 is looking to be a fun-filled yet challenging year for DSA Board and staff.

We appreciate the support you have provided to DSA, and we look forward to continuing to working
closely with our esteemed stakeholders and most importantly, the Deaf community throughout
2018.

Happy and safe Easter!

Sherrie Beaver - Media & Community Liaison
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THIS
GIRL
CAN

#ThisGirlCanVIC

VicHealth

Deaf Sports Australia has signed up to VicHealth's #ThisGirlCanVIC campaign as a supporter. We
acknowledge the importance of encouraging Deaf & hard of hearing females to be more active, be it
a game of AFL or walking around the block. To learn more about this campaign, check out their
website here.

This is great timing, as the International Committee of Sports for the Deaf (ICSD) recently
established Women in Sports Commission with our very own Rebecca Adam at the helm. Check
out their media release here. Congratulations, Rebecca and we look forward to seeing what can be
achieved out of the Commission!

President's Report

Welcome to 2018!

It is already close to Easter time and the DSA Board wishes the
deaf sporting community and its members all the best over the
Easter break with training, events and family time.

The DSA Board of 2017 remain the same with each Board
director bringing a wealth of experience, skills and knowledge. |
would like to thank those people for their support for DSA in the
last year as volunteers and giving up time from their busy lives to
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ensure the DSA is a viable organisation for the Australian Deaf
Sports Community.

Recently, the DSA Board convened for an all-day meeting in
Brisbane concerning its Strategic Plan for the next few years.
Many of the strategic directions concern high performance,
recognising community grassroot needs, funding, entering the
digital age, Active Deaf brand and relations with the International
Deaf Sports community.

The Games Organising Committee for the 2018 Albury/Wodogna
Australian Deaf Games are, at present, compiling their GOC
Report to be given to the NSW and VIC state governments. |
would like to personally thank the GOC and its Chair, Alex
Jones, amongst all the volunteers, participants, sponsors and
spectators as well as family and friends for the wonderful
support given to make the Australian Deaf Games a success.

We hope to be able to deliver news to you on the next Australian Deaf Games venue somewhere in
NSW very soon.

The DSA Board is very proud of this event and would like to personally thank Garry West-Bail for his
invaluable time assisting the DSA Board while preparations were ongoing for the Australian Deaf
Games.

Further, special thanks to Sherrie Beaver, DSA staff, for her incredible insight into digital
communications and working with media outlets — she had proved to be an asset during the week
of the Australian Deaf Games 2018, prior and beyond that. Sherrie was not a novice as she had
provided DSA coverage for the 2017 Deaflympics as well.

We are proud to announce that Sherrie Beaver will continue on as DSA’s media and community
liaison. Further, Garry West-Bail will continue to be the DSA General Manager. Welcome back to
those two. The DSA Board look forward to working closely with those two wonderful people.

Further, prior to the Australian Deaf Games, the DSA Board were sad to say goodbye to an
esteemed staff member, Irena Farinacci in December 2017 when she took up a position with Tennis
Australia after serving DSA faithfully for the last 9 years. Irena has left behind a significant legacy in
her work with the Active Deaf Kids program and we wish to carry this legacy through in our School
Sporting Program in partnership with various sporting clubs and schools.

The DSA Board would also like to thank Irena for her contribution to the 2018 Australian Deaf
Games and previous ones before that in Geelong and Adelaide. Irena, the DSA Board wishes you all
the best in your future endeavours and with Tennis Australia.

The DSA Board is in discussions with the Australian Sports Commission on a number of issues
relating to funding, recognition for our members’ need for high performance strategies and
grassroot participation needs.

We are also concentrating our efforts on ensuring that young deaf people in schools are exposed to
sports, knowing that support and resources can be offered to meet hard of hearing and deaf
participants’ needs.

The DSA Board is also focusing energy on funding from elsewhere and ensuring that the Active
Deaf Sports Club program to provide mainstream sports organisations inclusive opportunities for
the hard of hearing and deaf participants.

We are looking to the International Deaf Sports Community to instil new sport opportunities as the
sporting community is constantly changing with respect to traditional sports and new sports. We
look forward to what changes the international stage will provide for the Australian Deaf Sports
Community.
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Further, the DSA Board would like to thank the continuing DSA members for their support and look
forward to new opportunities for DSA and its members to explore together.

From myself and the DSA Board, we wish you a happy and safe Easter break.

Kathryn Armfield.

General Manager's Report

Welcome to the first Active Hands for 2018! I'm very excited to
be providing the first GM report for 2018, so you are in the know
of what's happening at DSA.

2018 Australian Deaf Games

The 2018 Australian Deaf Games were a great success. Thank
you to everybody who participated and attended the Games.
Over 900 people were involved in 15 sports and various social
programs.

Over 300 people from the local community attended Deaf
Awareness Training and Auslan classes prior to the Games. The
local communities wanted to embrace and be part of the Games,
which was one of the many highlights and hopefully legacies of
the Games. The inclusion and acceptance of the many visitors to
Albury/Wodonga resonated with everybody.

Thank you to Destination NSW, Sport and Recreation Victoria, Albury City Council and Wodnga City
Council for your support, passion and investment into the Games. In addition, the commitment from
Australian Hearing to these Games was much appreciated. Thank you to all other sponsors and
Games Expo Exhibitors for your great support.

Finally, thank you to all the volunteers and sport convenors for your efforts and want to make the
Games such a success. To the Games Organising Committee led by Alex Jones, thank you for your
hard work, team ethos, unity and resilience that ensured the Games were run efficiently and
professionally - a job well done.

2022 Australian Deaf Games

We are very hopeful of announcing the location of the Games within the next month — negotiations
are continuing. Feedback from the various surveys that were conducted during the Games is being
used in our discussions.

Australian Sports Commission — Sporting Schools Program (SSP)

We are working with Cricket Australia, Basketball Australia and Touch Football Australia on running
SSP pilot studies around Australia — hopefully a number of projects will occur over the coming
months.

This is a great opportunity for students to work with large NSOs, DSA and their schools to
experience 4 to 5-week specific sport programs under the ADK banner. For further information,
please contact Sherrie Beaver at sherrie.beaver@deafsports.org.au

State Deaf Sport Committees

DSRQ has now been operating as a branch of DSA for nearly 12 months — some great outcomes
and plans for the future. The Queensland Government is very happy with the programs.
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NSW Deaf Sports Committee is progressing well — a dedicated committee is working on a number
of programs that cover the Active Deaf brand that will see many students and young adults enjoy
the benefits of sport.

NSWDS is working closely with Sports NSW in this space. The NSW Government is pleased with
the results that have been achieved over the last 12 months.

By mid-April 2018, the legal entity that operated DSRV will have been wound up - an action that
was agreed to by its members.

DSRV as is the case in Queensland and NSW will now operate as a branch of DSA. The Victorian
Government has agreed to this outcome.

DSA is pleased that these three States can now operate under the DSA banner, promoting a single
and consistent message regarding the Active Deaf programs

These three operations require support via local support committees; if you are interested in
supporting these branches please contact:

QLD: Julie Lyons - dsrg@dsrg.org.au
VIC: James Hale - jhale@dsrv.com.au
NSW: David Larkin - nsw@deafsports.org.au

Finally, please note that these three branches are also members of DSA and therefore have a role in
running the operations of DSA by having a vote at the yearly DSA AGM.

Active Deaf Sports Clubs

A great and expanding success — clubs, venues or associations who participate and successfully
complete the ADSC become recognised and accredited as deaf friendly. This also gives them an
opportunity to create an inclusive environment that is welcoming to all.

The following clubs and associations have completed the program over the last 12 months:

e Doncaster Tennis Club

e Bundorra Tennis Club

¢ Wodonga Tennis Club

e McEwen Reserve Tennis Club in Shepparton

+ Knox Basketball Centre and the local Basketball Association

We are hopeful of having three more Melbourne based tennis clubs sign up for the program. We are
also hopeful that three Brisbane tennis clubs will enjoy the benefits of the ADSC.

The tennis developments have been supported by Tennis Australia, Tennis Victoria and Tennis
Queensland - we appreciate their commitment

We have worked closely with VicDeaf who have supported us in creating and developing exciting
resources that are used during the programs lessons and are kept by the club.

The basic Auslan introduction resource is supplemented by sport specific Auslan written materials —
sports that are covered at the moment include tennis, basketball with cricket, touch football and
swimming to come.

In addition, Conexu Foundation has within its OpenAccess Face to Face App sport specific Auslan
that covers — basketball, cricket, golf, futsal, swimming and tenpin bowling. Both resources support
inclusive access to sports.

National Cricket Inclusion Championship (NCIC)
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Whilst it was disappointing not to have cricket at the 2018 Australian Deaf Games because of the
timing clash with the second year of the NCIC, it is pleasing to see South Australia winning the
event and particularly the great support and commitment that Cricket Australia is placing in its All
Abilities cricket strategy.

A talented National Deaf cricket squad has been selected to attend a training camp in Brisbane in
April that will be followed by a team attending the T20 Deaf World Cup in India later this year.

Congratulations to the following cricketers who have been selected to the Australian Deaf Cricket
Team:

e Andrew Park - NSW

e Kym Daley - NSW

¢ Justin Millard - SA

e Simon Laing - QLD

e Zac King - VIC

¢ David Melling - WA

¢ Kory Booth - WA

e Austin Phillip - NSW

¢ Nick Watkins - NSW

e Adam Wood - SA

e Callum Asbury - VIC

e Scott Hellens - VIC

e James Johnston - WA
e Matt Shenton - WA

o Kurt Williams - NSW

e Luke Trudgett - SA

e Sean Walsh - QLD

e Blake Pendlebury - VIC
¢ Nick De Sensi - VIC

e Shahrukh Syed - WA

Kind regards,
Garry West-Bail

Henry Hughes - DSA Rising Star
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Henry Hughes, one of the DSA Rising Star winners, accepted his award from Garry West-Bail.
Henry and Garry are in the photo, along with Henry's swimming coach Goran Rajchinoski.
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NOW RECRUITING!

*No Experience needed

Just the desire and commitment to be the best you can be!

ALL FEMALE DEAF/HARD OF HEARING TEAM ONLY

Be a part of the fastest growing team in Victoria
We will battle against the REBELS over the
Queens Birthday Weekend in June 2018

WE NEED:

- deaf/hard of hearing Footy players!
- Junior Girls 15-17yrs (with parental permission)
- Woman 18yrs +

For More Information Contact:
Coach Max (SMS ONLY) - 0432-287-507

Are you Deaf or hard of hearing? Do you train
in Brazilian jiu-jitsu? Would you like an
opportunity to represent Australia at the
Worlds?
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\\ W) Sport Jiu-Jitsu Australian Federation are
\ seeking Deaf & hard of hearing people to
v \ represent Australia at the Jiu-Jitsu World
Championships.

Please note that at this stage, all Jiu-Jitsu
athletes are self-funded, which means if
selected to the Australian team for the deaf
division, you would have to pay for your fees
and travel expenses for the Worlds.

If you’re interested, please email Minol
Tavares Tutida at minol@sjjausf.com

LONE BEACKE AREXA
LONE BEACK CA UFSA

For the first time since the 2003 Australian Deaf Games, NSW finally got their hands on the
prestigious JML Cup! Pictured is Stuart Clear with Jill Lovett (wife of the late John Lovett).
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e

To see more photos from the 2018 Australian Deaf Games, click here.
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